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Ementa:

A number of philosophers and cognitive scientists (Chomsky, Fodor, McGinn, Nagel) have argued that the
very cognitive structures which make human knowledge possible also place constraints on such knowledge.
This observation, as has often been noted, may account for the unanswerability of the perennial questions of
philosophy. Various cognitive anthropologists (D’ Andrade, Schweder) have argued that the human being has
a tendency toward magical thinking when confronted with a problem for which there is no clear method for
arriving at a solution. Combining these two theses, one predicts that many philosophical theories will turn out,
in the final analysis, to be magical thinking. This course examines a number of theories in 20th century
philosophy in an attempt to show that they are but thinly disguised magical thinking.

Varios filésofos e cientistas cognitivos (Chomsky, Fodor, McGinn, Nagel) argumentaram que as préprias
estruturas cognitivas que tornam possivel o conhecimento humano também impdem restricdes ao esse
conhecimento. Esta observagdo, como tem sido observado com freqiiéncia, pode explicar a falta de resposta
para as questdes perenes da filosofia. Varios antropdlogos cognitivos (D'Andrade, Schweder) tém argumentado
que o ser humano tem uma tendéncia ao pensamento magico quando confrontado com um problema para o
qual ndo existe um método claro para chegar a uma solugdo. Combinando estas duas teses, prevé-se que muitas
teorias filoséficas se transformardo, em Gltima analise, em pensamento méagico. Este curso examina uma série
de teorias da filosofia do século 20 na tentativa de mostrar que elas sdo apenas um pensamento magico
disfarcado.

Programa:

Week 1: Introduction (no reading)

Epistemic Boundedness

Week 2: McGinn: The Problem of Philosophy

Week 3: Chomsky: Os Mistérios da Natureza: O Quao Escondidos Estdo?, em Que Tipo de Criaturas Somos
Nos?

Introduction to Magical Thinking
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Week 4: Frazer: O Ramo de Ouro (selecdes); Malinowski: Argonautas do Pacifico Ocidental (sele¢des);
Schweder: Likeness and Likelihood in Thought

Magical Thinking in Theories of Memory

Week 5: McGinn: Knowledge, in Problems in Philosophy

Week 6: Bergson: Introducdo a Metafisica (selegdes); Matéria e Memoria. (selegdes)
Week 7: Russell: Analysis of Mind (selections); Wittgenstein: Fichas (selecdes)
Magical Thinking in Ontology

Week 8: Russell: Dados Légicos, em Theory of Knowledge; Carnap: The Elimination of Metaphysics through
the Logical Analysis of Language

Week 9: Gordon: The Power of the Egregore, in The Golden Thread; Scheu: Oversouls and Egregores in
Vodou; Popper: Conhecimento Objetivo (selecBes)

Week 10: Millikan: In Defense of Public Language

Magical Thinking in Theories of Meaning

Week 11: Putnam: Aristotle after Wittgenstein, in Words and Life; Wittgenstein: Tractatus (sele¢des)
Week 12: Davidson: Knowing One’s Own Mind

Week 13: Kripke: Naming and Necessity (selections)

Week 14: Chomsky: Notes on Denotation and Denoting

Week 15: Reflections and conclusions
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